
Week 1 of SISEP 
Sunday 25th November 2012 toSaturday 1st December 2012 
Getting to know the family and Oxford 

 
On Sunday the 25th of November at 2.40 pm, we said our last 
goodbyes and we headed off for the time of our lives. After a 
long flight of 25 hours we ended up in Heathrow, London on 
Monday the 26th of November where my host family was waiting 
for me. 
 

After saying hello to my host family Nathalie, Michael, 
Bethany, Jacob and Eliza, we headed straight off to Oxford 
and Cherwell Valley College. This is where Bethany attends 
a Travel and Tourism Course at the college. We went on a 
tour around Oxford and this was for an assignment about 
making an ‘Oxford Tourist App’. Bethany is 19 years old and 
is involved in Network (Rovers).  
 
On Tuesday, I went with Jacob to a British Defence Force Army display, 
which is for the Public Service Course he attends. The display was about how 
to get into the Defence Force, training and treating you like an army person. 
Jacob is 16 years old and is an Explorer (Venturers) and a Young Leader with 
a cub group.  
 
Eliza is the youngest sister and she is 13 years old. She goes to Wheatley 
Park School and is a Scout.  
 
After college we when to the turning on of the Christmas lights in Kidlington. 
Kidlington is just a few minutes from Oxford.  The turning on of the lights is a 
Christmas celebration where they turn these lovely and wonderful Christmas 
lights on in this small town.  
 
On Thursday, Bethany and I decided to go to High 
Wycombe for some shopping. While shopping, I finally 
bought a leather laptop bag and also some earrings for 
my sisters Ebony and Lily. 
 
After a few days off from college, it was now the weekend and I when on my 
first camp with Jacob. It was a Young Leader Camp where we had to solve 
and work as a team to complete missions that the leaders had given us. The 
camp is designed to help you become a Young Leader. This was an 
awesome camp, in our free time we got to do activities like archery, rock 
climbing, abseiling and we went on a flying fox. But the down fall was that it 
was about -5 to -10 degrees at night, it was freezing. I chose to sleep inside 
but others slept outside. 
 
Week 2 of SISEP 
Sunday 2th December 2012 toSaturday 8st December 2012 
Meeting the Scout Groups 
 



On the way back from the Leadership Camp we went past a 
shop that sells real Christmas trees. We picked up a 
Christmas tree for the host family’s home. I have never had a 
real Christmas tree in Australia. On Monday the 3rd of 
December, I woke up to beautiful snow just before I left for 
college. It was so white and clear.  
 

On Tuesday after college, I went to Rainbows from 4.30pm 
to 6.00pm. ‘Rainbows’ is a section of Girl Guides for girls 
aged five to seven years. I was lucky enough to help out 
because Eliza (host sister) helps out every week. Then I 
went to Beavers (Cubs) from 6.30pm to 8.00pm.  The 
Beavers are so happy and there have way too much energy.  

 
On Wednesday night, Nathalie (host mum), Bethany 
(host sister) and I went and did Country Carols for 
Scouts. It was about why there is Christmas and 
respecting God.  
 

After going to Cubs on Thursday to help out and going to 
Scouts on Friday, we went to a ‘Sing-along Santa Day’ 
for the Beavers on Saturday and Sunday. I helped out 
and it was so much fun, but the where about 100 
Beavers for both days. Both of the days started at 
3.00pm and went to 7.00pm. It was a big weekend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 3of SISEP 
Sunday 9th December 2012 toSaturday 15th December 2012 
The Final Week of Scouts & School for this Year 
 
So this week is the final week of Scouts and School and it has 
been a great week. First Elizabeth and I went to Rainbows on 
Tuesday for their Christmas Break-up Party. We had cake and 
party food. We played fun party games and did Christmas craft and paintings.  

 
Then straight after Rainbows, I went to Beavers which we 
also had another Christmas Break-up Party. It was fun and I 
was made to play all the Beaver games as a Beaver. This is 
because Nathalie wanted me to be a Beaver for the night. 
On Wednesday, Jacob and I went to Cubs for their 

Christmas Break-up Party. For this night there was another Cub group 



attending. There were a total of sixty Cubs, which was crazy, loud and noisy. 
We had tons of games and lots of sweets for all the Cubs. 
 
Friday was a half-day for college we watched a movie and just 
had fun. We are now on holidays and everyone was unhappy. 
After college I went to Scouts, which was another Christmas 
Break-up Party. It was fun but I have to say the Scouts are so 
kid-like and they have so much energy. 
 

It’s the weekend and no more break up parties. 
We went to the Oxford Castle and the Oxford 
Museum. At the castle we went on a tour around 
the castle. The castle is also a hotel, it has cells 
like in a prison and you can stay they for one night 
(cost is 450 pounds). We then went to the 
Museum and I really enjoyed it. There was 

everything from stuff animals to World War items such as weapons and 
equipment. The staff at the Museum where so lovely and nice to talk too.  
 
Week 4of SISEP 
Sunday 16th December 2012 toSaturday 22th December 2012 
The First Week of the Holidays 
 
Week one of the holidays was an excellent week. It started with the Oxford 
Castle and Museum and then I went to London with Nathalie and Jacob on 
Tuesday. It was approximately a two-hour bus ride on the Oxford Tube 
express to London.   
 

After leaving the bus, we went straight to the Madame 
Tussauds in the center of London. The Madame Tussauds 
is a major tourist attraction located in Central London, 
housed in the former London Planetarium. It is famous for 
recreating famous people and celebrities, in wax. It was a 
lot of fun.  

 
After that we had lunch and then went to the London 
Dungeon. It is a popular London tourist attraction, which 
recreates various gory and macabre historical events in a 
grimly comedic ‘gallows humor’ style, attempting to make 
them, appealing to younger audiences. I enjoyed it and it 
was very interesting but very funny.  
 

Nathalie took me to the London Eye for a rest because it is 
going to be closed when the Venturer Group meets up and 
the end of our exchange program. The Eye is amazing you 
can see the whole of London. Then we went to the Museum 
of War, which this was my kind of museum it was great and 
interesting.  

 



We went for a walk down great Oxford Street this is 
where everyone does there shopping. At 5.00pm we 
went to the wonderful Winter Wonderland, which is like 
the EKKA but more open pubs and rides. We went for 
an ice tour which it where everything is made out of ice. 
We left at 10.00pm to get on the tube for home. 
 
On Wednesday, we went to the movies or they call it the films over here. 
Jacob and I saw the Hobbit Part 1, it was very interesting and awesome I 
thought. 
 
On Thursday, Jacob and I went to see a Play called ‘Peter Pan’ it went for 
about 3 hours and it was really funny and remarkable. 

 
After picking up Eliza from school on Friday, we packed 
and went on a small adventure going around the 
countryside. We visited family and friendsplaces giving 
them Christmas presents. This went on for the whole 
weekend and we visited about eight places. It was really 

enjoyable to meet different people and do different things. I went to a church 
about Christmas and a place about adult board games.   
 
Week 5 of SISEP 
Sunday 23th December 2012 toSaturday 29th December 2012 
The Week of Christmas 
 
We arrived home on Sunday the 23rd December at 
midnight from the family and friends road trip and we when 
straight to ASPA to buy the food for Christmas day. Most of 
the food shops over here are 24 hours on the eve of 
Christmas. 
 
On Christmas Eve we cleaned up the house and got everything ready for 
Christmas. We watched a Christmas movie and then went to bed. 

 
On Christmas day we woke up at 9.00am and waited for 
the lazy one Eliza to get out of bed to open the presents. It 
was fun experiencing the different style of Christmas in the 
morning. Santa gave me a lot of scouting things and some 
fun things like chocolate and thermals. I need the 

thermals. At dinnertime we only had the family and Elliott, which is Bethany’s 
boyfriend over for a roast dinner. I can’t really remember having a roast dinner 
at Christmas time in Australia. It was so nice and there were a lot of different 
styles of cooking. After dinner and dessert we watched some Christmas 
movies and when to bed about 3.00am.  
 
Over the next few days we went to family and friend places 
to have more Christmas fun and to just have a good time. It 
was very lovely to be with mostly adults for once. 
Week 6 of SISEP 



Sunday 30th December 2012 toSaturday 5th January 2013 
The Week of New Year 
 
After having a lovely Christmas with the family but not 
a white Christmas I helped out around the house. On 
the Sunday and the Monday morning we helped set 
up the house and the shop which it now a party house 
for their New Year Eve Party. On the night of the party 
there were about forty people, which fifteen of them 
were kids. I had a lot of fun with everyone and we 
went to bed at 7.30am on the morning of the 1st of January. When most of us 
woke up at 1.00pm we had some lunch and just talked to people until 7.30pm. 
 
On Wednesday the family when to the shopping center, this is when they 
made me buy a shirt for Hollister, which is a big clothing brand other here and 
I also bought mum and the family some gifts too.  
 

My parcel from home finally arrived after many 
attempts to deliver it to the old shop instead of the 
actual house. It was like Christmas all over again. 
Nathalie and the family liked their gifts from Australia. 
 
On the Friday, Jacob and I when to Oxford for some 
final shopping, which I got a classic Oxford University 
jumper and some shot glasses for mum. 

 
Week 7 of SISEP 
Sunday 6th January 2012 toSaturday 12th January 2012 
The Final Week with the Host Family 

 
This week is my final week of being with the family and what 
an awesome week it was. For starters, I didn’t go to college for 
the whole week, instead I went to work experience at AirMed. 
This is an Aircraft Company that helps medically ill people with 
their supplies and helps with emergency evacuations. I learnt 
so much in only 4 days and I also received a reference from 
them, which is great. 

 
On Friday, it was my last day at college 
and I had so much fun. First I have to do my power point 
about Australia and the students loved it. They also 
thought that it was very interesting, they all want to go to 
Australia now. After my presentation, the school happily 
gave me a thank you gift. Over all it was a great college 
and I didn’t have any problems. 
 
After saying my goodbyes to everyone from college we 
went to Winter Camp. It’s like a Jamboree but with only 
500 venturers and scouts, but it was a lot of fun. There 
was everything from flight simulators to a disco to white 



water rafting. I have so much fun for the whole two days and got so muddy 
too.  

 
Week 8 of SISEP 
Sunday 13th January 2012 
to Saturday 19th January 
2012 
The Final Week in London 

 
After saying thanks to the family for everything and sadly leaving them, I went 
to Baden Powell House to start a week of fun and travel with sixteen other 
venturers from around Australia. 
 
So, after meeting everyone and having a 
group meeting about everything in London, 
we finally went to dinner at this little Italy 
restaurant. It was great to talk to everyone 
about our adventures in the United 
Kingdom and Denmark.  
 
After the awesome pizza we went to the 
underground and straight to Piccadilly 
Circus for a look around and also get some 
desert. 

 
Day two, so it starts with Churchill Bunker, 
which are war rooms for a history lesson.  
Then we walked thru the park to Parliament 
House, where we got a VIP tour   around the 
grounds. This is a beautiful place but 
unfortunate we were not allowed to take 
photos.  
 

We went on the train to the Eye where we 
had lunch and then to Leicester Square, 
Oxford Street for some shopping and also 
Camden market. After, we had dinner at 
Noodle box, we when to and look around 
Oxford Street for onesies.  We had a little 
party at the hotel which we all where 
dressed in our onesies for some fun. 
 
On the third day of London, it was very interesting because we then went to 
The Crystal, which is our future built on sustainable cities, showing people 
how the world would be in 50 to100 years. After taking a cable car to the 
London Olympics Stadium, we when and got some food from the Borough 
Markets.  
 



After the markets we went to the Tower of London, Tower Bridge and the 
amazing Monument. After today history lesson we went to an underground 
comedy place and laser force.   
 

On the fourth day, it was just the 
best day because we went to Harry 
Potter World and spent hours 
there. We then went back to Oxford 
Street for lunch. For the afternoon 
we went looking for onesies again 
and random stuff. At night we went 
on a Scary Jack the Ripper Tour 
around London which we learnt so 
much about the history of London 
Police. 
 

 
On the fifth day in London, we 
started the day by going to Matt’s 
Secrets Place, which is the Sixth 
Floor. It is an awesome place to 
just chill and to get a great view of 
the city. We then climbed the 
Tower of London, which was crazy. 
Then we had lunch and went to the 
real Shakespeare Globe which is 
awesome and then we paid a visit 
to Matt’s University and when to a 
open Mic Comedy Night. 
 
Sadly on the fifth and final day we spent the whole day packing, just packing 
and cleaning up the rooms. Throughout the week, I have had so much fun 
and Matt was the coolest guy to show us around London. So thanks Matt for 
the time of our life. One day I hope to see you again, hopefully in Australia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


