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Our Safety Policy 

Scouting in Queensland is committed to 

achieving and maintaining 

an environment that is safe and healthy for all 

our members, our volunteers, our employees 

and the general public. 
 

NSW Branch Safety Policy NSW Branch Safety Policy 
Why? 

•  The Scout Promise and Law 

•  Queensland Work Health& Safety Act 2011 

•  Queensland Work Health& Safety Regulation 2011 

•  Commission for Children and Young People and Child Guardian Act 2000 

•  The Queensland Branch’s Risk Management Policy & Guidelines. 

•  The Queensland Branch ScoutSafe Policy & Guidelines. 
                 (Considered Correct at time of Release) 

 
Also society has expectations that organisations will operate in a way that maintains 
ethical, moral and environmental standards. One of the highest community 
expectations is involvement in managing safety to protect all from injury. 
 

 
Now – The Next Step: 
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The Next Step is to Encourage. 
Hazard Safety Awareness, using visual inspections through the Leaders and Group 
committee’s of each Scout Group. To ensure our Scout Halls are Hazard free for 
Scouting and others to use. 
 
Your Group Committee has a legal and community responsibility to provide a safe 
environment for all who use or visit these facilities. 
 
By having regular inspections of your Scout Hall, you can ensure that health and safety 
issues can be detected and raised quickly so they can be for resolved before any 
harmful event takes place. 
 

Duties of the Group Committee: 
Section 7.5 Item 9: 
Ensure that all plant and equipment used by the Group is suitable for the purpose for 
which it is being used and meets the current Safety Standards of the State in general 
and the Scout Association in particular. 
 

Duties Next Step of the Group Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Item 9 
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Inspecting for Hazards 
 
 

When Should we Inspect for Hazards? 
 

Before each section meeting:  As Leaders may find new hazards. 
 

Monthly:  Raised at Group Council and Group Committee meetings. 
 

General Hall Inspection: Every 6 months. 
 
 

What is a Hazard? 
Anything that might cause harm to persons or property. 
 
 

What is Hazard Identification? 
It’s the process used to identify all possible situations where people may be exposed to 
injury, illness or disease. 
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Scout Hall Safety Checklists 
Scout Formations need to take a proactive approach by using simple to use checklists to facilitate their identifying 
hazards. These checklists will prove to be a useful tool in identifying and highlighting these hazards and for scheduling 
remedial work. 
 

Sample Check List 
 

Scouts Queensland - Scout Property Safety Checklist 
 

Items & Description 
Satisfactory 

Priority 
Rating 

Comments 
(Clear Details Required) 

(All Hazards to be reported to the person responsible for the facility) 

Action By 
Who & Date 

Yes No N/A 1 to 10 

EXTERNAL AREAS             

Boundary Fence/Gates:             

Any Damage?             

Any sections missing - wire or palings?             

Gates or Boom Bars damaged or hard to open?             

Are Gates or Boom Bars lockable?             

Other: (Any potential hazards)             

Entry Road or Track:             

Any pot holes?             

Any uneven surfaces?             

Any loose surfaces?             

Any trees encroaching onto carriageway?             

Other: (Any potential hazards)             

 

         Scouts Queensland - Scout Property Safety Checklist 
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Continued: 

Property Grounds:             

Are the grounds regularly mowed & maintained?             

Any uneven surfaces or potholes?             

Any concrete paths/slabs with differing heights?             

Any protruding objects to trip/fall over?             

Pathways kept clear?             

Condition of Flag Pole - White Ants or wood rot?             

Is the Flag Pole stable and secure in ground?             
Is the Flag Pole wire/rope secured to pole when not in 
use?             

Any trees overhanging the buildings?             

Any building gutters free from debris/leaf build up?             

Any Fall hazards into creeks/rivers/drains etc?             
Any external steps (timber/stone) loose or poor 
condition?             

Are all external lights working?             

Are all security motion activated lights working?             

Are all drained covered or otherwise made secure?             

Are the surrounds to be kept free of rubbish?             

Other: (Any potential hazards)             

 

Where can I access these Scout Facilities Safety Checklists? 
The ScoutSafe Section of the Queensland Branch Website contains sample checklists that will be useful for this 
purpose. If suitable, these can be used as is or, if necessary, adapted to meet your specific needs. 
 
To access them simply log onto the Member Area. 
 
The QSC ScoutSafe Officer is also there to assist you. 
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Now you’ve identified the hazards – What next? 
 

Risk Identification 
Firstly identify the risks associated with the hazards and then prioritise according to 
those which present the most danger to people and property. 
 
How do I do this?  
Look at the potential consequences of each hazard not being addressed in terms of 
injury and/or damage to property together with the likelihood of it occurring and then 
calculate the risk from there. 
 
The ScoutSafe Section of the Queensland Branch Website contains useful tools to assist 
you in this process. To access them simply log onto the Member Area. 
 
The QSC ScoutSafe Officer is also there to assist you. 
 

What if numerous risks have been identified and funds are 
limited? 
This is why the prioritisation of each hazard according to its risk is essential. It is 
imperative that available repair funds are spent wisely and in accordance with the risk. 
 

What it significant hazard/risk(s) are identified and repair funding 
is not available? 
Any repairs that constitute a High or Extreme Risk should be advised to the QSC 
ScoutSafe Officer. Other hazards should be repaired as soon as funding becomes 
available. In this respect the Formation may consider applying for a Grant. 
 
Remember that some hazards can be eliminated with inexpensive measures being put 
in place. 
 
In some cases the unsafe area or facility can be temporarily made safe by being locked 
off or barricaded pending the repairs taking place. 
 
The use of initiative in these matters will be the key to your success. 
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Repairs 
Volunteer labour is a good source of help in addressing these hazards as this keeps the 
costs way down.  
 
Local Tradespersons and suppliers of materials are often sympathetic to Scouting and 
may donate labour and materials either in its entirety or at greatly reduced rates.  
 
Remember that it is essential to use qualified and legally authorised contractors where 
required. Three immediate examples that come to mind are electrical, plumbing and 
gas repairs. 
 
Remember that some work may need the approval of the Local Council. 
 
For advice on these matters please contact the Property Officer at QSC. 
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A Selection of Hazards Identified 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here is a selection of Hazards that 
have already been identified by 
visual inspection. 
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Falls from a Height 
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Electrical Hazards 
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Slips, Trips & Falls 
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VISUAL INSPECTION 
 

Here are some more potential accidents… 
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Asbestos, Graffiti and Termites 

Asbestos is deadly. Checkout 

the “Play it safe with 

Asbestos - Tips for Property 

Managers” information sheet 

on the next two pages! 

 

 

Incorrectly stored timber is a 

haven for Termites and bush 

timber collected for 

pioneering projects can 

introduce Termites! 



Queensland Scout Facilities Safety Guide 

Page 21 of 34 

 



Queensland Scout Facilities Safety Guide 

Page 22 of 34 

 



Queensland Scout Facilities Safety Guide 

Page 23 of 34 

 
Safe Storage of Dangerous Goods 
 

There are laws governing the storage of dangerous goods and we need to comply. 
The goods concerned and quantities allowed are: 

• LPG Class 2.1 500 litres 
• Petrol or Turps 100 litres 
• Any other corrosive substances 100 kg or 100 litres 
    (Considered Correct at time of Release) 

 

Safe Transport of Gas Cylinders 
 

We are required by Law to ensure gas cylinders are transported in a manner which 

minimises the dangers. 

When transporting gas cylinders we must: 
a) Check for leaks from valves before transporting. 
b) Ensure a window of the vehicle is open for good cross flow ventilation. 
c) Always check for leaks with soapy water – smell is not always good enough. 
d) Always secure cylinders so they stay in an upright position. 
e) Never leave cylinders in a vehicle for longer than necessary, unload immediately 

upon arriving at your destination. 

 
Gas installations and appliances have the greatest potential to 
cause bodily harm and damage to property! 
 
With this in mind please check out and make good use of the 
following Gas Safety Information Sheets provided by and 
reproduced herein with the permission of the Queensland State 
Government. 
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A Quick Quiz! 
(Answers on Back Page) 

 
Question #1 
Hazard Identification is a process of determining: 

A. How it can happen. 
B. When it can happen. 
C. Where it can happen. 
D. Why it can happen. 
E. What can happen. 
F. Who can it happen to? 

 
Question #2 
Why should we manage hazards? 

A. To prevent anyone getting injured. 
B. To fill in time. 
C. Because Branch thinks it’s a good idea! 
D. Not sure. 

 
Question #3 
Who needs to manage hazards? 

A. National Lampoon Association. 
B. NSW Branch. 
C. Parents and Grandparents. 
D. Leaders and Group Committee. 

 
Question #4 
Why should we continually look for hazards? 

A. Changing conditions can create new Hazards. 
B. It keeps us on our toes. 
C. Someone else may find it, don’t bother! 
D. It’s a matter of good safety sense. 
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Question #5 
What should you do if you identify a number of hazards that need 
attention and funds are not available to fix all of them? 

A. Do the easy ones first. 
B. Carry out a basic Risk Assessment of each hazard and prioritise accordingly. 
C. Ignore all but the ones you can afford. 
D. Render the other hazards temporarily safe by being decommissioned, locked off or 

barricaded pending permanent repairs taking place. 

 
Question #6 
If you think you are unable to determine the hazards, 
what should you do? 

A. Take a chance and hope that all will go away. 
B. Ask another Leader if they consider the hazard to be dangerous. 
C. Shut my eyes and hope for the best. 
D. Not Sure. 

 
Question #7 
Should the Group Leader or Scouter in Charge be notified of any 
significant hazards? 

A. YES. 
B. NO. 
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Summary 

We need three easy steps to manage safety: 

Step One 
Find the HAZARD 
 

Step Two 
List the Hazards, then Prioritise from Highest to Lowest using the Risk 
Assessment Guidelines adopted by Queensland Branch. These are available 
on the Branch Website. 
 

Step Three 
Fix or Remove the Problem according to its priority rating. 
 

“Think Safety” 
& 
“Be ScoutSafe” 
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Quiz Answers: 

Question #1 
Hazard Identification is a process of determining: 
Answer: - All of the above! 
 

Question #2 
Why should we manage hazards? 

Answer: - “A” To prevent anyone getting injured. 
 

Question #3 
Who needs to manage hazards? 
Answer:  “B” Queensland Branch, and “D” Leaders and Group Committee. 

 
Question #4 
Why should we continually look for hazards? 
Answer: - “A” Changing conditions can create new Hazards and, “D”. It’s a matter of 

good safety sense. 

 
Question #5 
What should you do if you identify a number of hazards that need 
attention and funds are not available to fix all of them? 
Answer: - “A” Carry out a basic Risk Assessment of each hazard and prioritise 

accordingly, and “B” Render the other hazards temporarily safe by being 
decommissioned, locked off or barricaded pending permanent repairs taking place. 

 
Question #6 
If you think you are unable to determine the hazards, what should you do? 
Answer: - “B” Ask another Leader if they consider the hazard to be dangerous. 
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Question #7 
Should the Group Leader or Scouter in Charge be notified of any significant 
hazards? 
Answer: - “A” YES 
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